Prince George’s SECAC meeting March 23, 2021
Executive Board Members in Attendance: Troy Sampson, chairman; Sarah Wayland, vice
chairwoman; Jamie Anfenson-Comeau, secretary; Pamela Talley, community outreach
coordinator; Ayo Bello, listserv manager.
Others in Attendance: See attached screenshots at end of minutes.
Troy Sampson opened the meeting virtually at 6:34 p.m. Mr. Sampson introduced the
executive board members, Prince George’s County Public Schools partners and the
speakers.
Trinell Bowman, associate superintendent of the PGCPS Department of Special
Education Services, said the schedule and registration are now available for the 10th
Annual Parent Empowerment Conference, at sites.google.com/pgcps.org/spedconf/home.
Dr. Bowman said the department is currently preparing for the return of students with the
introduction of hybrid learning.
Kelly Nelson, ABLE outreach and communications manager, said ABLE accounts are a
way for individuals with disabilities to save money for future needs.
Ms. Nelson played a video stating that up to $100,000 can be saved in an ABLE account
before it impacts an individual’s SSI, and that there are no taxes on income when the
money is spent on qualifying expenses.
Individuals may choose between cash savings and one of three investment options.
More information can be found at www.mdable.org.
Ms. Nelson said it is a way to save money for children without jeopardizing their future
benefits, and that she is using ABLE to help teach her 17-year-old daughter to save and
plan, and to model preparing for the future.
It also provides an income deduction on Maryland state taxes.
Sarah Wayland asked if you can transfer funds from out-of-state ABLE accounts into a
Maryland account. Ms. Nelson said yes, you can.
Diane Bonanni, coordinating supervisor for early childhood, said that all transitions to
elementary school are specific to the child and that every child has their own journey.
Kindergarten is the basisfor the development of critical academic, intellectual, social and
emotional experiences and learning foundations that will guide and inform students
throughout the duration of their school careers, Ms. Bonanni said.
Ms. Bonanni said that every child’s kindergarten journey is different.
To register for school, parents must go through the PGCPS Scribble Registration Portal.
She said they used to have parents go into the school building and bring all their
paperwork to register, but now it must all be done online. The same types of paperwork
are needed for the Infants and Toddlers and Early Childhood Center programs.

Ms. Bonanni said the types of services that can be provided at the elementary school level
include monitoring and consultative services, push in, pull out, day schools and
specialized programs.
Ms. Bonanni said that ways parents can help prepare children for the transition to
kindergarten include finding books on school at the library, create a personal picture book,
get organized, change, modify or develop an individual schedule, talk about school in a
positive way, visit the school location and explore the playground, share the child’s IEP
with the principal, the special education chairperson and the classroom teacher, create a
“first day of school” program, review school bus safety, practice the child’s PIN,
facilitate independence during lunch, discuss feelings regarding school, inform the
teacher and school of any specific needs or concerns, and use a CORE board or other
communication system.
Ms. Bonanni said that in the spring, ECC and kindergarten staff meet to talk about
transitioning students, sharing information on individual IEPs and identifying any
student’s individual concerns. Transition learning opportunities are also held for parents
in the spring.
Louisa Hogan, elementary school special education instructional specialist, said middle
school guidance counselors and special education coordinators will visit all feeder
schools in the spring to exchange information on transitioning students receiving special
education services.
Indira Acker, secondary special education instructional specialist, said students begin to
attend their IEP meetings at age 14. Students should know and understand their IEPs.
Students enrolled in Academic Resource will work on self-advocacy skills.
Ms. Acker said parents assist in organizational skills, meet with guidance counselors and
support self-determination.
Services offered at the secondary level include monitoring and consultation, supported
inclusion, co-taught classes, Academic Resource, designated special education programs
and separate day programs.
Articulation is completed between middle school and high school special education
chairpersons.
Peggy Besanko, secondary transition coordinator, said transition planning is used to assist
students with disabilities to plan for adulthood.
Elementary transition is focused on self-awareness, community knowledge, independence
and work habits. Middle school transition is focused on self-awareness, community
awareness, decision-making, developing independence, work habits and values and selfregulation. High school transition is focused on self-awareness, exploration of careers,
developing employability skills, social skills and work habits and employment, Ms.
Besanko said.
Ms. Besanko said that high school is really the time for the student to begin leading their
IEP meeting.

Before graduation, students should decide whether they are interested in the world of job
employment or higher education, Ms. Besanko said. If their plan is for college, they
should familiarize themselves with the college Disability Support Services Center.
Ms. Besanko said that while in K-12, you are entitled to a Free and Appropriate Public
Education until you receive a diploma or turn 21. As an adult, you must meet the
eligibility requirements for the program or service.
A Secondary Transition Planning Guide for Individuals with Disabilities on the PGCPS
website.
Mr. Sampson introduced the guest speakers, Michelle Tucker and Jamie AnfensonComeau, parents; Liz Burley, an expert on transitions, and Brilliant Semenova, a former
PGCPS student.
Ms. Tucker said she is the parent of two sons with disabilities who have very different
capabilities.
Ms. Semenova said she had to continue advocating for her needs throughout school and
after.
Ms. Burley said parents should make their children be responsible for certain things,
based on their abilities, promote independence, and make them responsible for making
choices.
Mr. Anfenson-Comeau said that distance learning has been a challenge for both of his
daughters, ages 8 and 6, but that his 8-year-old, on the autism spectrum, as really become
an expert at using technology, particularly with Zoom.
Ms. Tucker said that sitting in front of a computer has been a real challenge for her son.
Mr. Sampson said it is important to get all needed assessments done before children leave
school, get them as close to the exit line as possible, so that they are up to date, as close
to graduation as possible.
Ms. Semenova said that with DDA, it is important to apply as soon as possible;
individuals do no need to wait until they are 18 to apply.
Ms. Tucker said that working with students coming up to the end of their K-12 careers,
make sure they have an understanding of what that does mean. Keep a folder of resources,
especially when they are young.
Ms. Burley said parents should familiarize themselves with all available services.
Ms. Burley said that children are always learning. Her daughter’s day program offers
classes online in a number of subjects. She said to make sure you keep talking to your
child about their interests and what they want to do with their lives.
Mr. Sampson thanked everyone for attending the SECAC meeting. He said the next
meeting will be held on April 27 at 6:30 p.m. The topic is students with Autism Spectrum
Disorder.
Mr. Sampson closed the meeting at 8:07 p.m.

